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Finding parks and other protected open lands anywhere in California just became much 
easier with the release of a newly updated California Protected Areas Database (CPAD), 
published by the non-profit organization, GreenInfo Network.  CPAD is the only 
comprehensive, high-resolution, statewide GIS data showing all of California’s protected 
areas, from the smallest urban park to the largest national park or wilderness area.  
 
A total of 49,000,000 acres of protected open land are inventoried in CPAD (just under 
half of California’s total land area) – this total is made up of 51,500 separate holdings or 
parcels, that are grouped into 14,200 units (e.g., a specific named park or preserve), and 
are owned by 860 governmental agencies and non-profit organizations.  CPAD only 
contains data about lands protected for open space purposes and owned in fee by agencies 
and organizations – it does not yet contain data about conservation easements.  
 
ParkInfo.org Website:  In addition to the new protected lands data, GreenInfo’s 
ParkInfo website – www.parkinfo.org – has also been updated and now includes public 
campground data for the entire state, as well as an option to explore the data in a Google 
Earth view.  
 
 
What’s New in CPAD 
 
CPAD v. 1.4 has the following improvements:  
 
Major data updates for numerous federal, state and regional agencies;  

Alignment to assessor parcels in more counties; 
Extensive improvements in the inventory city parks and in the San Joaquin 

Valley and San Diego County;  
Creation of Super Units to allow for better cartographic display;  
A more complete listing of managing agencies and holding designations;  

 
CPAD SUPPORTERS:  The updates to CPAD were supported by grants from the 
California Endowment, California State University Stanislaus, the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy, the Bay Area Open Space Council and Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
Additional technical support was provided by a number of agencies and organizations, 
including the Calif. Dept. of Fish & Game, BLM, the U.S. Forest Service, The Nature 
Conservancy, and many others.  
 
 

 



 

DOWNLOAD:  CPAD is freely available for non-commercial uses – see the CPAD 
License Agreement for details (agreement is on www.calands.org, along with a detailed 
manual on the data set).   
 
 
USES OF CPAD:  The protected areas data is suitable for general planning and analysis 
by government agencies, non-profits, private businesses, planning consultants and many 
other users, including individuals with access to GIS technology.  The public web site 
www.parkinfo.org allows any user with Internet access to find and view interactive maps 
of publicly accessible protected areas.  
 
 
NOT OFFICIAL OWNERSHIP DATA:  CPAD data is not a replacement for and does not 
override official land ownership data for any individual agency – users needing the most 
up to date, or official boundaries must contact relevant agencies for that information.  
CPAD data may not be fully up to date or accurate and is provided “as-is” to users.  
 
 
NATIONAL PROGRAM:   CPAD is also an element in a national program to improve 
protected land inventories – learn more at www.protectedlands.net  
 
 
FUTURE UPDATES:   CPAD is updated as funding 
becomes available – there is no dedicated source of 
ongoing support for CPAD.  GreenInfo Network may not 
be able to respond to any special data requests, unless 
those requests are able to provide payment for the time 
required to process them. 
 
If your agency, organization or foundation would like to 
join the CPAD Partnership to ensure that CPAD is 
maintained into the future, please contact GreenInfo 
Network!  (email to: cpad@calands.org)  
 
A statewide map showing the CPAD is available. Printed 
and laminated copies of this 20”x30” high resolution map 
are available for $30 each, including shipping and 
handling – order by sending a check made out to 
“GreenInfo Network 
 

 

 
 

 
GreenInfo Network, 564 Market St. Suite 510, San Francisco CA  94104   

www.greeninfo.org 
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